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Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at
7-30 o’clock p.m.

PRrAYERS.

QUESTION—ARBITRATION COURT,
LEGAL AGENTS.

Mr. BATH asked the Premier: 1,
Has he given consideration to the remarks
of the President of the Arbitration Court
anent the necessity for Parliament to
make clear its intention with regard to
the appearance of the legal profession in
the Arbitration Court? 2, If so, is it
hig intention to deal with this watter
during the current session ?

Tre PREMIER replied : 1, A report
in a newspaper to the effect that the
President of the Arbitration Court had
ruled tkat he would not exclude a bona
Jide holder of a power of attorney granted
by a company from appearing in the
Arbitration Court, owing to the fact that
he was a solivitor, has been noticed, but
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hus not yet been taken into considera- -

tion. 2, No.

QUESTION—RAILWAY PROJECTS, HOW
ANNOUNCED.

Mr. BATH asked the Premier: 1, Is
the statement made by Mr. Carson at
Geruldton on 6th November—that the
construction of a railway from DMount
Magnet to Black Ravge, and the con-
struction of the Chapman railway, are
being provided for on the Loan Estim-
ates—correct? 2, If so, 13 it customary
to first make the information public in
connection with an election contest,
iostead of through the usual chanuel of
presentation to Parliament?

Tee PREMIER replied: 1 and 2,

Railway Stution.

railway proposals mentioned in the Policy
Bpeech, are now under consideration, and
an announcement will be made to the
House in the usual way when the Loan
Bill is introduced.

QUESTION—STATE FARM (NARROGIN),
LATE MANAGER'S GRIEVANCE.

Mr. BATH asked the Premier: 1, Has
the complaint of C. M.  McKenzie, of the
Nurrogin State Farm, that he has been
onfairly treated by the Agricultural
Departinent, received consideration. 2,
Is it true that his wages were withheld
for long periods, and that payment for
services rendered since 3lst August by
himself and wife has not been made?
3, Is the complaint correct that adequate
notice has not been given in regard to the
discontinuance of his employment by the
Agricultural Department?

Tae PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
Payment of wages was delayed for a
while, pending decision as to rate of pay,
advances being made in the meantime.
Payment for wages due since 31st August
was tendered and refused. 3, No.

QUESTION—RAILWAY STATION,
FENIAN CROSSING.

M=z. JOHNSON asked the Minister for
Railways: Is it true that the Railway
Department are lodging material on the
north side of the Fenian Crossing sub-
way, with a view to the erection of a
station. As this site does not meet with
the approval of the majorit®Pof residents,
will he cause the work to be delayed
pending discussion on Railway Estimates ?

Tre MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied : 1, Material has been lodged on
the north side of the line near the Fenian
Crossing subway, and platform accom-
modation will be provided giving access
to both up and down roads. 2, Repre-
sentations of local residents were very
carefully weighed, and the site was then

- finally decided on the ground Ly the

Minister and the Commissioner of Rail-
ways. There is no evidence to lead to
the impression that the site does not
meet with the approval of the wajority of
residents, but, on the contrary, it appears
the most suitable tor all purposes. IE

These railways, together with the other  representations are made to we on the



F Distinguished Visilors : f8 Novruser, 1906.]

matter by the members for the district
their request will be duly considered.

QUESTION—BUSINESS. INTENTIONS
0¥ GOVERNMENT.

Mgk, DAGLISH asked the Premter,
without notice: Has the Governmnent
decided what measures alveady on the
Notice Paper they intend to proceed with,
and what measures will be dropped?
The House will certainly expect this
information hefore the appropriation is

provided. No doubt the Premier will be !

prepared particularly to tell us in regard
to mnportant measures like the Mines
Regulation Bill and the Constitution Act
Anendment and several other meagures

“which T do not desire to particularise in .

the yuestion,
Tue PREMIER: As far as possible it
is our intention to procecd with all the

legislation on the Notice Paper at the

present time, Xf it is necessary at a

future date to make a statement, I shall

do so.

RETURN—DISTINGUISHED
EXPENSES.
Me. SCADDAN: I move--

‘That a Return be laid upon the table of the
House, showing the names of all persons

VISITORS’

treated as a distingnished visitor, under the |

heading of * [ncidental Expenses, Miscel-
tneous Services,” with details of the expenses
of each person or party, for the year ending
$Uth June, 1906.
Me. BATH : 1 second the motion.
Mr. A J WILSON : Iwish to move

an amendment.

Mr. SPEAKEK: According to the

Standing Orders, the hon. member
cannot do that, as this is a formal motion
and has been consented to by the
Treasurer.

The TREASURER: I had not seen
the motion as drafted last night. During
the debate on the Treasury Estimates,
a question was asked with regard to the
detuils of certain expenditure shown on
lust vear's Estimates amouanting to £785,

and I promised the member I would lay -

particulars of the expenditure on the
table of the House. I was asked if 1
would object to a motton in that diree-
tion, and T said < Wa.”” This is the first
time I have seen the draft of the motion.

. member of the Honse?

as to Fzpenses. 2789
It goes rather farther than I intended,
for it says “ the details of the expenses of
euach person or party.” I do not know to
what extent the member wishes the
expenditure to be furnished. If a dis-
tingnished visitor cowes along and a
luncheon is provided for him, does the
wember want the details of the cost of
that luncheon ? T should be glad to give
an ordinary return of the particulars of
the vote, if the hon. membuer does not
want to see every sixpence expended.
The total expenses of each party I sop-
pose the member means ?

Mer. Scappan: Yes.

Mr. SPEAKER: I should like to
peint out the authority dealing with this
cuse, for the benecfit of the member for
Forrest. If a motion for an unopposed
return is made during aay time before
the eommencement of public husivess,
though the official consent of the Govern.
ment has been given, the motion must
be deferred und take its ordinary place
on the Notice Faper, if opposed.

Mz, A. J WILSON: I ask, what
constitutes * being opposed ¥ Is the
sole right of opposition to lie with the
Treasurer, or does it mean opposed by a
Personally, as
the motion stands I am opposed to it.

Mer. SPEAKER : If the motivn is op-
posed, it cannot be moved at this stage,
but must, take its place in the ordinary
course and in its proper position on the
agenda paper. Does the hon. member
oppose it ?

Me. A. J. WiLsown: T want to movean
antendment,

Me. SPEAKER: Then the wmotion
must take its ordinary place on the
Notice Paper.

Mr. A. J. WILSON : I desire to make
a personal explanation. Frowm an inter-
jection made by the member for Ivanhoe,
it would appear that I had conferred with
tmembers of the Government oun the
question. I can assure membhers of the
House that personally I conferred with no
one other thun the officers of the House
as to whether T could move au amend-
ment to this motion. The opinion con-
veyed by the interjection of the member
for Ivanboe is absolutely unfounded and
incorrect.

Tug TREASURER : Perhaps T may
also make a personal explanation, When

. this mation was moved by the hon. mem-



Estimales :

2790

ber, I said 1 had not seen it until that
moment. That ought to be sufficient for
members to know that I could not have
discussed the matter with the member for
Forrest.

My, Heremany @ Perbaps he discussed
1t with you.

The subject dropped.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1906-7.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Resumed from the previous day; M=,
InuinewortH in the Chair.

Mives DersarT™MENT (Hon. H. GrEGORY,
Minister.)
ON MINES ESTIMATES GENERALLY.

Vote—Mines Generally, £47,454::

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES in
introducing the Estimates of the Mines
Department, suid: It was not my inten-
tion to make any introductory state-
ment to-night, hut I have noticed singe
we have been discussing the Annual
Estimates that it has heen antici-
pated of each Minister that be should

make brief introductory remarks in
connection with the estimates of his
department. I bad intended to have

reserved wy remarks until we were dis-
cussing the Loan Bill, because T felt that
I could deal with the question of rail-
ways, water supplies, and other matters
connected with the mining industry more
comprehensively than I ara able to do in
a short speech at the present time. How-
ever, I have gathered a few notes with
regard to the progress of mining in the
State; and although there has been a
slight retrogression in our output of gold,
yet T am satisfied from the new districts
which bave been recently opened up that
we need have no fear in any sense as to
the future progress of the mining in-
dustry. The first stage of our mining fo
which I desire to refer is in connection
with the North-West.

there was recently reported a discovery
of copper, lead, and gold. No doubt
that report was much exaggerated in the
first instance; yet from reports received
from the Government Geologist and later
reports from prospectors in the district

we have every reason for believing thaf .
{in mining on an extensive scale will be -
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Members  will -
remember that from the Derby district .
. the Government to give serious consideru-

Mines Voles.

carried on in the North-West portion of
the State. We may feel satisfied to this
extent, that some very promising country
has been discovered, and I hope the
developments will be prosecuted, and
that the result will be profitable to those
in the district. In the Pilbarra field,
more especially at Roebourne, consider-
able attention has been given recently to
the copper deposits, and in several in-
stances speculators and investors have
turned their attention to that district. T
bope to hear in the near future of veturns
which, if not a8 rich as those in the old
days, will still be such as will show u
considerable advance in developing the
resources of that part of the State. In
the Pilbarra district itself the high price
of the baser metals has induced a large
number of people to prosecute tin mining
on thut tield, more especially in the
Moolyella and Wodgina districts. At
Moolyella o lurge number of persons are
working the alluvial deposits, and 1 am
hopeful that this will result in the dis-
covery of a lode. Considerable work is
also being carried on at Wodgina, where
it i believed there are tin lodes; and
every effort is being made by the Mines
Department to induce pevple working
those lodes to develop them to a depth.
Some little time ago we offered a subsidy
for the sinking of a shaft to a depth, and
more recently we have offered a sub-
stantial subsidy to any persons who will
erect a tin-dressing plant, subject of
course to the approval of the Govern-
ment. The mines in  that district
have been neglected for some time;
but when we recognise the bigh cost
of living, the great cost of tran-
sport, and the small awmount of capital
that has hitherto been introduced into
that part of the State, no one T think
need feel other than satisfied that this
has not been hecause the propositions
have not been worth working, but because
the natural conditions at that place are
at present so hard and so much against
the investment of capital. Tt hehoves

tion to what is best to be done for the
purpese of developing that country. TIn

. the Murchison Goldfields there have been

very good improvements in many parts.
I would especially nention the Meekq-
tharra district, one of our oldest fields;
and though neglected until within the
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past few years, vet lately some crushings
from there have heen wonderfully rich,
and the district wenerally is makiong
remarkably good progress. The Gorv-
ernment at the present time is spending
a large sum of money in providing a
water supply for the district, and I amn
sutisfied from what I saw during my
recent visit, that had we expended this
money some vears ago in providing a
water supply, not onlv would we have
lwd a paving proposition to the State,
but would have been able to give ussist-
ance to the prospectors at Meckutharry,
und by this means a pgreat deul wonld
hiave been done for the earlier develop-
ment of the district. At present u good
deal of development is woing on in the
district. which I look upon as one of the
mast, promising goldfields in our nurthern
ares. Al Stake Well there have been
wrood developinents; and new fields have
been opened up in recent years in the
locality, at Mindookh, Gum Creek,
Barrambie, and Errols.

[8 Novineen, 1906.]
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syndicate assisted by the Government,
and from recent returns sent to me this
mine looks very promising. In the Mor-
gans district there have been very favour-
able developments during the past few
months. Taking things altogether, there
ciiunot he said Lo be uny depression of
great consequence in the Mt. Margaret
field. In the North Coolgardie field,
there has been o somewhat considerable
reduction in the gold yield; but it has to
be remembered that this field has been
wlmost wholly occupied by the prospector
and the sinall leaseholder, very few of the
large companies working in that district;
thercfore the output for the past few
months has been much smaller. How-
ever, there his been a good deal of pro-
specting in each of the centres, some re-
markably good cmyshings being obtained ;
and though the field is not so great a
gold-producer as it was seven or cight
years ago, it cannot be looked wupon

.t any sense as a deserted field. The

At each of these .

places o large amount of work has been -

done, and I feel satisfied that in the near
futnre these districts will be producing a
large amount of gold.  'We have also had
recently good reports from Cue, Cudding-
warra, Bamakura, and Boogardie, und
from many other districts on the Mur-
chison fields. So far as that goldfield
is  concerned, the prospects in the
neat future are promising, as many new
wines will be entering upon the produc-
ing stage. In the East Murchison Gold-
field a large amount of work is beiny
carried on.  In the Black Range district
vonsiderable capital has recently been in-
vested, and ulso at the Montague Ranges,
+ where I am sure we shall see opened up in
the next few years a mining district which
will be capable of finding employment
for a large wumber of workers. and will
provide 4 good field for investinent. The
district between Lawlers and Leonora hus
been very active lately. While there has
been probably not as much work going
on in those northern parts as we wmay
have wished, yet looking at the difficul-

indeed that those districts are producing
so wuch gold as they are to-day. In the
Mt. Margaret Goldfield, Leonora district
is looking verv well; at Malcolm, the
North Star has been reopened by a local

North-East Coolgardie field hus been
somewhat neglected of late, but some
promising conutry has been discovered
between Kanowna and Kalpini. The
Mt. Monger district bhas recently been
opened up, and T think it will turn out
well. lv the East Coolgardie goldfield
there: have heen somme wonderful develop-
ments. Some of the mines are already
below 2,000 {feet; and although the
grade of ore is poorer than formerly, yet
I have no doubt that (his field will for
many years be able to sustain its repu-
tation as the most remarkable gold-
producing district in the world. In the
Coolgardie and Dundas fields there have
been good discoveries during the past
few months. At Kununulling and Jourdie
Hills very good finds have been made.
Higuinsville has been recentls discovered,
and is being developed. At Norseman
also very good prospects have heen found
recently. The Yilgarn district is much
improved, and promises, although oue of
the earliest of our goldficlds, to maintain
its position as a gold-producer.  Phillips

. River, which is more remote, has not, heen
tics those in the back couatry have to -
vontend against we should be satisfied |

a great producer of gold, and T am afraid
that as a gold-producer it will not held
rank with the other gold-mining distriets
of the State; hut there is no doubt as to
its future as o copper field. In the
various  goldficlds, Kimbertey, Yalgoo,
East Coolgardie, Dundas, und Yilgarn
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ghow increases on previous years; Mount
Margaret and Coolgardie have been
stationary ;
reduction of 9,000 ounces, Murchison an
inerease of 1,300 ounces, North Cool-
gardie 1,900 ounces increase. In North-
East Coolgardie there has been o reduc-
tion of something less than 2,000 ounces.
While the gold yield as a whole shows a
slight reduction in comparison with pre-
vious years, this does not really show

that the industry is falling off. In 1904
the tounage treated amounted to

[ASSEMBLY.]

Bast Murchison showed a .

2,432,171 tons; in 1905, 2,643,423 tons;

and for the nine months of this year

ended September, 1,877,671 tons treated.

The estimated tonnage for the whole of
this year is 2,800,000 tons treated und to
be treated, as against 2,643,000 tons last
year. In regard to other minerals, we
find that the total value of the tin pro-
duced in 1904 was £58,817; in 1905,
£86,840 ; and up lo the end of September
in this year, £92,098 worth, being more
for the nine months of this year than
was produced during the whole of last
year. In copper production the figures
were—in 1904, £25,180 worth; in 1905,
£16,266; and for the nine mounths of
this year the production is already over
£20,000 worth. The reason for the
small production last year is that the
Anaconda mine was closed down, also no
work was being done at Northumpton,
and in the Phillips River district the
production was ulmost u dead-letter. But
the Ravensthorpe district is now being
developed ; a large amount of capital has
been invested there; and outside of the
company which originally purchused
properties there. three or four other
investors are now doing their best to
secure mining propositions in the district.
Should they be successful, there will be a
much larger mineral devetopment in that
district than in the past. In the Ana-
conda mine, which was closed down three
or four years ago aud recently reopened,
a rich lode has been discovered, und T
have been assured by the owners who
stuck to the property all through that
this lode is turning out remarkably well.
The mine is likely to be exceedingly
profitable to those who bave stuck
_to it during the last few years. [ am
farther given to understund that in
the near future a smelter will be erected

on the Murchison where a copper lode is

Mines Voles.

being developed. We can rest satisfied
that the discoveries in the North-West,
now that capital is being invested in
them, will be developed. More parti-
cularly am I pleused at the fact that a
fair amount of capital is being sent to
the Northampton district with a view to
trying to reopen some of the old miues
there. The history of the Northampton
mines s well worth the consideration of
investors. The wmoney those mines ut
Northampton produced in the old days is
really marvellons, and it is interesting
that agaip efforts are to be made, parti-
cularly on account of the high price of
lead and copper, to exploit those old pro-
positions that were so rich in their sur-
face workings. [n connection with our
mining industry it is generally believed
that there has been a reduction in the
oumber of men employed in the industry,
In 1904 there were 17,659 persons em-
ployed, and in 1305 there were 17,792
employed, while at the end of June of
this vear there were 18,098 employed,
showing if not a large increase, at auny
rate o waterial increase in the number of
men employed. The number of leases in
force does not look so well. In 1904
there were 2,498 leases in force, und there
were 2,447 in 1903, but in Septeinber of
this year there were only 2,086 leases in
foree, embracing an area of 28,251 acres as
against 32,532 acres in 1904. Thereare
4,000 acres luss held under gold-mining
leases now than there were in 1904,
There has been a substantial increase,
however, in mineral leases. In 1904 there
were 180 leases embraciug 23,000 acres,
while in September of this yeawr there
were 254 leases embrucing 26,472 acres.
The question for us to consider—
and I am sure we must consider
it seriously, because everv section of
the community recognises the import-
ance of the mining industry—is what
must be done under the circumstances to
promote the best interests of mining.
There bas been an increase in the area
held under mineral lease, but when we
take into consideration the great increase
in the price of Lin, copper, and lead we
realise that that fact alonv should have
induced the people of this State to have
taken up a much larger arca. We know
we have country available. I would have
locked for u much greater in¢rease in the
arca taken up. We must not only recog-
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nise the serious reduction in the area '

held under lease from the point of view
of the mining revenue. Anyone know-
ing the extent of our mineral resources
must recognise that when we find a re-
duction of 4,000 acres in the area held
under gold-inining lease, it is time to
seriously consider what can be done with

Aines Votes. 2793
believe that investing their meonev in
minieg is different from gambling. There
is at present a lot of vambling on horse-
racing, stock and such things; but we
tind very few who will invest their money
in wining ventures. We always hear a

. cry about the dividends going out of the

the view to trving to induce people to

invest more wmoney in the wining in-
dustry. I have been told by people in
the State that they have put money into
the mining industry but have lost it,
thut it is a gambling proposition, and
that they have no wnore tine for mining

" the State.

ventures; but in nearly every case these .

people did not put their money into min-
ing propositions: thev simply went on
the Terrace and gambled in stock. A
Tistle time ago when certain mining stock
wus up to 25s. or 30s. everyone was rush-
ing in., It was a chabce to gamble; they
were only sorry they had not got in when
the stock was at a low price. It was
purely the gambling fever thut induced
those people to invest in the shares. It
was not in any sense to assist the in-
dustry or to put money inte the mining
proposition, it was simply to gamble in
the stock. It is my opinion that we
should pass legislation to give more
security to people who invest money in
our wines, I have no intention to deal
tully with this question to-night. I
mention it incidentally. I do not intend
to try to push forward an amendment to
the Mining Act dealing with the labour
covenants this year, but I hope to be
able to lay a draft Bill, which is now
ready, on the table, so that members will
have an opportunity of fully considering
it before next session.
such an amendwent would revolutionise
our mining laws, T would rather admit
that T was wrong in my contention, than
do any injury to the State. If my action

Knowing that .

would injure the industry I would not |

induce the House to pass the measure.

Becanse it was my own idea I would not |

attempt to get it on the statutes. |
believe that the greater the consideration
thut can be given to a measure of such a
nature the better it will be. I hope to
be able Lo give better security to those
who have invested money in mining than
thev huve had in the past. T want to
try to induce the people of the metropolis
and the agrieulturists and pastoralists to

< deal of opposition.

country to outside capitulists, but we
find very few o the State who will
invest their money in mining ventures in
If people from outside come
to assist in the development of our
mining T think we should in every way
assist them. We want the cupital to
work our low.grade mines, and to erect
machinery to treat the ore econcumically ;
and when people cowe here to invest
their money, of course we wust treal them
fuirly. I only regret ibat in most
instances the outside capitalist has the
greater courage and has in nearly every
instance been able to get hold of the
best propositious.  Another amend-
meut that will be brought forward
is one dealing with the promotion
and the reports of mining ventures.
I want to make the path of the rogue a
little more dangerous thun it has been in
the past. I want legislation passed so
that if any person publishes a report in
connection with a mining proposition
that is untrothful he shall be punished.
I intend to have safeguards that ne
action shall be taken until after inquiry,
and only by instruction of the Minister,
and then only after review of the facts
by the Attorney Gepersl. We do not
want the mine manager to think thut he
will be brought up on o charge of felonv
if he makes a slight mistake in lis ve-
port; but it we have grossly misleading
reports put forward to induce people to
invest in the industry, we should severely
punish those who publish those reports. It
15 not 10y intention to push this legislation
through the House this session. There
will nat: be time, because until members
have ample time to look through the
proposals, I amn sure there will be a great
A proposition I am

© now considering is that for the first siy
months the labour conditions on a mining

lease must be enforced to show that the
applicant is gennine in his intent to pro-
secute his mining. After that, the ex-
peunditure of a certain sum of money per
acre each year durinyg the currency of the
lease, provided the money is spent on
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preperty, should bLe sufficient. That is
the substance of the draft of the Bill T
propose to bring down.

Me. HoumMan: Will you make that
expenditure necessary on every lease?

Tue MINISIER: Yes. T will bring
the draft Bill down this session, and that
will give members ample time to give it
every consideration. I do not intend to
deal with the vurious departments under
my control uatill we come to each
division. I am abraid that would only
prolong unduly the time of the Com.
mittee.  If the Leader of the Opposition
will agree, I propose to deal exhaunstively
with each division when we come to if,
particularly the Stale batteries vote,
I awm sorry T have not been able

this vear to provide for a larger staff in
I think that

the Geologicul Departwent.
department should be out in advance of
the prospector.
been doing that work as thoroughly as [
wonld like.
made, especially by members of Parlia.
ment, asking for geological exawminations
and surveys of various districts that bave

been discovered ; but we must have some- .

body counected with our department who,
whenever new ficlds are being reported
on, will he able to promptly inspect
them and furnish to the public from the
State’s point of view some knowledge as
to whether the particular field is worthy
of investigation. I am not suggest.
tng that we should publish values in
connection with any wining proposition ;

but if we canuot get ahead of the pro-

spectar we should in our geological depart-
ment try to get outas soon as disgoveries
are wade, and to publish as speedily as
possible a geological veport made by
officers of the department. 1 have given
instructions that as soon as an officer
returns he has to make an interim report,
which has to be handed over to the Press
for publication. In almost every instance
in connection with the gevlogical report
there has heen a great delay in publish-
ing the full report. These iuterim re-
ports, though they will not give all the
full details, will give the geological
expert's opinion as to the district
examined. Tdo not intend to deal at
any greater length with this departwent
just now. As each division of the Mines
Estimates is betng dealt with I shall be

[ASSEMBLY.)

wmining operations on the

The department has not |

Representations have been

Mines Voles.

only too pleased to give any information
within my power in regard to the future
work of the department.

[General discussion ensued. )

Mr.T.H.BATH : The Minister did well
in reconsidering his determination not tv
give any explanation when offering the
mining Estimates. In all past years,

" without any hint, request, or intimation,

the Minister had always felt impelled to
give an explanation. Ministers would
greatly facilitate the passage of the
Estimates and remove much friction and
‘hostility if they volunteered information
instead of having to be badgered to do
so after refusing at the outset. The
Minister had referred to the slight fulling
off in the gold yield, and he (Mr. Buth})
wished to echo the hon. gentleman’s
oplimism as to the future of the mining
industry in connection with gold-inining
and in a lesser degree copper and silver,
It was only natural there should he
Huctnations. TIf one reud the history of
gold-mining in the other States und in
New Zealand we would find that the gold
yields fluctuated. He had every hope
that with the development of fields such
43 had been mentioned by the Minister—
Black Range, Meekatharra, and others—
we should bave a return of the record

* yields of gold which had churacterised

Western Australin in the past, and that
we should maivtain for many years our
pre-eminent position in the gold-produc-
g States of the Commonwealth. As to
the Ainister’s proposals for what he
termed the encouragement of the invest-
ment of capitaland the security of tenure,
he was altogether opposed to them. and
whon the Bill came up for consideration
he would he thought be able to adduce
good reasons why they were not desirabile
in the interests of the mining industry.
The great curse of mining had been the
specnlative nature of company promation,
and Western Australia had been sadly
handicapped, especially as far as the
encouragment of investment of capital
was concerned, by the methods which had
been pursued by mining promoters in 1he
pust. The worst of the trouble was that
when a State begun to recover from one of
those periods of depressivn following on
a boom in mining promotion, and wus
begining to be placed ona solid basis,
these same gentry came jnto the field
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once more and pursued the same methods.
We had such mining promotors in Wes.
tern Australia, but most of them made
their headquarters in the old country,
and passed from country to country.
At ope time there was a boom in the
promotion of companies in Western Aus-
tralia. Then they had deep leads in
Victoria. Afterwards they went to Tas-
maniz; then perhups we had them boom-
ing mines in the Transvaal; and then we
had a suceessful discovery in Madagas-
car; and so on. These people went from
one country to the other, and when they
cxhausted them they returned to the old
places and continuved their efforts. We

could never hope to have in Western Aus- .

tralin any real legitimate investment of
capital in our tnines until the Minister
and others in charge of the department
adopted o firm attitede and said « We
will put down this thing.” He placed
more reliance ou the proposals of the
Minister in regard to tke amendment of
the Companies Act for the punish-
mepnt and disconragement of this thing
thar he did in the proposals for giving
what was called greater security of tenure
in our mining ventures. Where nining
companies, co-operative parties, or lease-
holders had gone into a mining field
with an earpest intention of legitimately
developing it, and not with an idea of
speculating in it, those people had never
suffered from the administration of our
mining laws. We had ample provision
in gur ining laws for giving exemption
at any time when circumstances warran-
ted it. We bad had cases in the past in
which companies had taken up mining
properties and had held themn for vears
practically without doing any work there,
and thus preventing others from doing it.
Tae CHAIRMAN hoped the hon.
meuber would not discuss the question
in anticipatiou of the Bill. He permitted
the Minister to outline the proposals,
but could not allow a discussion now.
M=z. BATH : This was altogether
apropos of the Mines Estimates. Tn the
North-West, in the locality of Roebourne,
there was a copper mining lease No. 34,
known as the Mons Cupri. It had been
worked siz or seven years continuously
with but brief periods of exemption. The
proprietors of that mipe, an English
company, had spent £30,000 upon it.
Their funds bhad been exhansted, and
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" last July they applied far three months’

exemption for the purpose of raisiog
capital and farther developing the show.
Oa their case being stated m the warden's
court the warden recommended the ex-
emption. and the recomuendation was
forwurded to the Minister. The Minister
not only refused the exemption but
lectured the company on their presump-
tion for making the application. In the
same locality we had o lease No. 31,
known as the Bvelvn. It was sold to
the British Exploration Company of
Western Australin in 1901, Thev had
had frequent exemptions. On the 17th
October, 1902, six months' exemption
was granted to them. The work doneon
the lease, which wus a very small

. amount, would be represented by a tutal
* sum of £2,000.

In Juue lust it was
rumoured that the people in the district
were going to apply for the forfeiture of
the lease. The compuny applied for
exemption, which was vppused by people
in the district on the grouund that prac-
tically no work had been done or money
spent on the leuse for five years. At
the hearing in the warden’s court the
agent of the company admitted it, and

the warden refused the exemption.
When the cuse was sent on to the
Minister the Mimster granted three
months’ exemption. That was to say, the
Minister had  peactically  sanctioned

the non-working of this lease for over
four years. These people had applied
for exemption on the ground that they
had a rush of water and they wanted to
erect machinerv. But surely in the
period they had been there they had had
fime to erect pumping machivery. Com-
paring the different treatmeont iweted out
to those twu companies, he considered
that what we wanted was greater strin-
gency in the adininistration of the
department.

Tue Mirster : The hon. member
was making a mislake about the Mons
Cupri lease.

Mg BATH: As to the general ad-
ministration of the Mines Department,
the Minister had beeu continually gel-
ting himself into hot water through
spending a considerable amount of
energy in going reund the country and
criticising the Labour Governmeat, We
had in the Statistical Absfract the details
of the expenditure on the mines for the
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vear 1904-5, and the ameunt then was ' treating their product.

£248,496. For the vear 1905-6, the
present Minister's vear, the expenditure
wug £230,079, this being a lesser sum by
£18400; and when we reviewed the
expenditure for July. Augnst, and Sep-
tember of this vear we found a greater
falling off still. The expenditure for the
quarter was £38,924, and if that was a
criterion of the expenditure for the vear,
it meant that the total expenditure wounld
be only £152,000,
that the Minister had decided not to
place any sum oo the Estimates this

[ASSEMBLY.]

We must recognise |

yeur for the erection of State butteries °

out of revenue, but he was going to do
the whole of the erection of State bat-
teries for the ensuing financial year out
of loan funds.
if through any stringency in our financial
position the work of erecting State bat-
teries and providing facilities for lease-
holders and prospectors was practically
stopped or largely hampered ; and where

Mines Votes.

The State went
on that field as pioncers, and then when .
the field had been developed and many
rich and prospectively payable shows had
been opened up and the State smelter
was in a pogition to enter on a sphere of
usefulness, with perhups some slight pro-
fit to the Siate, the Government coolly
sold it to the representative of an Buglish
company at an amount considerably
under that which it cost the Stute.
And these people stepped in and reaped
the reward of the efforts of the State. It

o was & scandalous  busivess, and the
Minister should bave offered some ex-
planation.

It would be regrettable .

a reasonable proposition could Le put .

forward he (Mr. Bath) would vather see
the expenditure from loan funds than
that its wants should be unsupplied.
There was necessity for a great deal of

Tue Miwtster had already made n
statement to the House on Lhe matter.

Mr. BATH : Theexplanation wade by
the Minister was most meagre. We had
waited patiently for the Estimates to
hear the Minister spread himself on the
question, but no explanation was forth-
coming.

Mr. HOLMAN : The developments at
Meelatharra and more northerly fields

* pointed to the necessity for a railway to

care, and efforts should be made to effect

ecounomies in other directions in order
ihat we might continue the poliey which
had been carried out in the past of voting
a considerable sum from the revenue
cstimates  for the purpose of erecting
State batteries. There was another mat.
ter about which the Minister had not yet
volunteered any explanastion, namely the
sale of the bml']tel at Ravensthorpe. 1t
was encouraging to-know from all re-
ports  and Trom the statements the
Minister bad made thut the Ravensthorpe
fieldl was progressing, and that we were
likely to have not only a permanentbuta
rich field that would find employment lor
w laree number of wen. Those state-
ments made by the Minister indicated
the very reason why this State should
have retained the smnelter in its own
hands, The State went there when the
field was iu a languishing position, when
prospectors of limited means had gone
down there and opened up their various
shows, and then were faced with the diffi-
culty of treating the ore at anything like
a reasonmable rate. The State smelfer
was erected down there for the purpose
of giving those people an opportunity of

those districts, which would serve other
of the progressing districts to which the
Minister had referred. The assistance

- given by the Government to those dis-

tricts had been wmost meagre; and bad
places such as Gum Creek been fairly
treated by the Governwent, they would
now be flourishing wentres instead of
being practically deserted.  On the Tioan
Estimates, it would be necessary to con-
sider the desirability of availway to those
districts. A line from Nannioe to Black
Range by way of Montague Hills wonld
serve most of those places.  In the
Greraldton election campaigu Mr. Carson
hinted lately at the probubility of a vail-
way to Black Range being authorised in
the near future. He (M. Holman) was
not aware it Mr. Carson was in the con-

. fidence of the Government on the point ;

but it wus reprehensible that an irrespon-
sible ex-member sheuld be in = position
to make such an iwportant announcement
during an election. A battery had been
promised for Nunnine, but not supplied,
and when the batteries vote was reached
he would ask for information on the
point.  Given adeqnate assistance to
prospectors, hie had no fear that the
mining industry wouid make up the lee.
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way lost in gold production; but the
method of assistance adopted in the past
of loaning horses or camels was not the
best, and not likely to materially assist
the prospecting of outback places. He
disagreed with the policy of the Govern-
ment in the sale of the Phillips River
smelter.  After the Goveroment had ex-
pended £80.000 to £100,000 in opening
up the district, a specolator in the person
of Mr. Kaufman purchased a few pro-

perties, und was then handed over the

smelter for a sun of £5,000, which
represented the only return obtained by
the State for its large expenditure in
opening np that district. On reaching
Eoglan?, Mr. Kaufman caused to be
published a statement that he had o

promise from the Government that a -

railway would be built from Ravens-
thorpe to the coast, and that he had
secured the mineral rights over a large
area of conntry. That statement was
repudiated by the Premier in this House;
but he (Mr. Holman) had looked in vain
for any denial of it in the English Press.
Mr. Kaufman utilised that alleged
promise to increase the value of his
stocks in the Ravensthorpe district by
£100,000. -

Tue MinisTer For Mines: How
could that be argued, seeing that the
first quotations were ounly just now
placed on the market?

Me. Hupsox: The price of the shires
had risen from £1 to £6.

Mg. HOLMAN: From £1 to £7.
True the shares had not yet heen traded
in on the exchange, but stocks were
always bought and sold prior to their
appearance on the exchange, and Mr.
Kaufman conld now, without a pick put

in the ground, make himself almost a .
millionaire by means of his Ravensthorpe

stocks.
out.
Tue CHAIRMAN:
had this to the vote *
Mr. HOLMAN : Tt affected the vote,
in that if such practices were permitted
in the future there would be no longer
any necessity for Mines Estimates.
While there had been a reduction in the
amount of gold produced in the State,
there was no diminution in the dividends
puid, which puinted to the fact that a
less amount was spent in wages within
the State and a larger proportion sent

This qguestion sbould be threshed

What reference
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vut of the country to benefit foreign
capitalists. There had been too much
exemption in the past, the Government
being too pliant in the matter. Huundreds
of ncres had been permitted by this means
to  remain unworked, though some
portion was let on tribute during
the past two vears, from which thou-
sunds of ounces of gold were contributed
to the gold yield by the tributers.
The Peak Hill Company held a lease of
300 acres and only worked about 24 or
30 acres. The rest was held under
atnalgamation or the concentration of
labour. The Minister stated that he
would give greater seccurity of tenure,
What greater security could any mining
eompany have when they held as much
land as was contained in a squatter's run,
and ouly worked 30 acres. The couditions
were lberul indeed, and instead of giving
lessees  greater facilitics and greater
pr1VIleg<,s the Governinent should campel
them to work their leases and not allow
them to be locked up. The Gwalia mine
held 600 wcres und the Fingal 400 acres,
and only carried on actual mining on a
few acres. Were they compelled to work
every leuse the gold returns would be
swelled. 1f the companies would not
work these leases themselves there were
hnndreds of men willing to go on the
leases and worL them. The swmne system
was adopted in the mining iudustry in
Western Australin as had crept in other
industries. Landed proprietors held large
estates and would not work them. We
should do all we could to prevent the
mining leases being held o the interests
of fureign companies., We sbould have
an opportunity of dealing with the
Minister's proposals as to greater security
of tenure luter on. The privileges granted
under the Act of 1404, which allowed the
amulgamation of leases and yrealer
facilities for exemption. were the cuuse of
the fulling off in the gold returns.  Land
was allowed to be locked up and kept
idle. The number of emplovees in the
mining industry had decreased in spite
of the ulleged fact Ly the Minister that
the pumber of emplovees hud not
decreased, for during the past three
vears they had decreased by 500. Since
the passing of the Act of 1904 there
bhad been a considerable decrease in
the output of gold. Trstead of giving
greater security of tenure we should com.
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pel companies to work their leases. The
Minister stated that he considered a com-

pany should not be compelled to obey the

labour covenants, but that by spending a
few pounds they should be able to hold
leases idle. The Minister should have
some feelings for the prospectors. He
remembered a case that oeenrred at Bar-
amnbie, where some prospectors left a lease
and went to another place to work; a
mining speculator came alongand jumped
the lease over the heads of the prospec-
tors. These prospectors had worked the
property for some time and had spent all
their woney; they went away to earn
money to enzble them to carry on their
prospecting.

Tae MiniisTer rFor MiINES:
abandoned their property.

Mg, HOLMAN: They did not. It
was said before the case went to the
warden’s court that this mining specu-
lator had taken an option over the lease.
He would show how the Minister had
favoured the larger man to the detrimens,
of the small men. The prospectors went
away to get money so as to be able to
continue their prospecting work.

Tae MiNisrEr For Mings: What did
they do to protect the property ? No-
thing.

Mr. HOLMAN: The mining specu-
lator jumped the leuse and applied for
the forfeiture of it. 'The warden dealt
with the case and eventually decided to
fine the prospectors for their breach of
the labour covenants. He ‘fined them
£30 and gave them the lease back again.
As soon as the mining speculator found
he was in difficulties, becaunse it was
said he had already made a deal to sell
the leases before they were granted to
him, he went to a newspuper and stirred
the matter up; he came to Perth and
made application to the Minister—
presumably it’ was an er parfe ap-
plication—and ultimately secured the
lease. The Minister refused *o up-
hold the decision of the warden and
gave the leuse to the mining speculator;
vet the Minister talked about giving
greater security of tenure. Instead of
granting the lease to the mining specu-
lator, if the Minister thought the warden’s
_decision was not a fair one he should
have referred the case back to the warden
and asked that official to rehear it, so as
to give the prospectors an opportunity of

They
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| going into court and proving their case.
' But instead the Minister granted the
lease over the heud of the warden to the
mining speculator.

T'ne Miyrster vor MINES:
took un ex parle statement ?
Minister ?

Mr. HOLMAN : There was only one
statement made.

Tre MinNisTEr: Evidence was taken
of course.

Mg, HOLMAN: Warden Troy was
, one of the fairest wardens in Western
{ Australia; he settled more disputes in
¢t Kanowna, with less trouble, than all the
other wardens in Western Australia put
together. His word waa above reproach
and his decision should have been re-
spected by the Minister. If more security
were given to prospectors we could do
away with foreign capital altogether,
because the foreign companies came here
to exploit the country. These were
matters that were not known to the
genera] public, and they stirred up nasty
feelings in his heart when he found
prospectors treated in this manuver. If
fairly treated, and greater assistance and
protection were given to the prospectors,
the gold yield would not decrease. The
only thing that would save Western
Australia from a dire calamity during the
next few years was new discoveries on
the goldfields or in the mineral districts.
Every possible effort should be mude by
the Government to see that these dis-
coveries were not missed. We had large
mineral resources, and a large number of
men would, with a little assistance,
develop the country, but as long as
the prospectors were treated in the
manner bhe had described we would
not find men to open up the country.
We should have an  opportunity
of dealing with the State batteries when
the details of the Estimates were cun-
sidered, but the battery system was not
the best; the crushing and cyaniding
eould be done much cheaper than at
present. Greater facilities could be given,
and where private batteries were erected
the prospectors should receive some con-
sideration. He had asked for assistance
in his district in the shape of a road to a
goldfield that would cut down the dis-
tabte by 25 miles. He had been refused.
He bad asked for the sinking of a few
wells on the road from Naopine to

Who
The
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Wiluna, a distance of 150 miles, and
there were over 20-mile stages withount
water. This wasthrough spinifex country;
it took u day to go a 23-mile stage.
Teamsters Lad to unharness their horses,
drive them back to the well. wuter them
and take themn back to their tenm again.
On every possible vcension where assist-
unce could be given and inducements held
out, these should be given. The mining
question should be approached without
party spirit; it should be to the best
interests of members and every individuval
in the State to encourage and fosler the
industry as much as we could.  We had
unbaonnded resources iin the North-West
and on the Murchison. From bis per-

sonal observation and knowledge the |

Murchison had good prospects before it
and would be a great factor in assisting
to build up the gold yield in the futwere;
but when the conditions of mining were
in such a parlous state, it was likely
that the gold yield would go’ down hun-
dreds of ounces. The Government should
come to the assistance of prospectors and
help them to keep the mining industry
going,

Mr. G. TAYLOR: Tlere was a large
decrease in the mining estimates this year.
No doubt the Minister would argue that
there was the purchase of copper ore last
vear, which would not take place this vear.
But the Minister stated that he
intended to carry out work from loan
moness  which last year was largely
garried out from revenue. The Attorney
Greneral might take heed of what he (Mr.
Taylor) was saying, because when stand-
ing fur election in Kalgoorlie that member
peinted out the necessity and the wisdom
of carrying out works from revenue. He
objected to the Government spending
money on works from lonn. The Attorney
General enumerated the works which
were carried out from loan, the rabbit-
proof fencing and other works, The
State batteries, under careful manage-
ment, would be reproductive, although
so far as the returns went they were
revenue-producing now; but it was not
from the crushing plant; it was the
cyaniding of the tailings which legiti.
wately belonged to the prospectors which
made the batteries pay. Repeatedly he
had said during the last three or four
years this was not a satisfuctory position,
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" Unfortunately for the battery sysiem,

there were no longer such lurge guantities
of tailings to treat. The svstem had now
reached bedrock, vet the Minister thought
it neeessary to appoint a bourd of inquiry,
though he had long been responsible for
the management. The votes on the Loan
Estimates should be allocated amongst
the districts, showing the sum to be
spent. in each. The Government should
be able to do out of revenue more than
mere administrative work.  After six or
eight yeurs' expsrience, and with 40 Stute
batteries running, one would think that
new plants could be erected from
battery ecurnings and general revenue;
but the Government were resorting to
loan. Early in the session he (M.
Taylor) was accused by the Government
of making wild statements as to the
smelter at Ravensthorpe; but those
statements had proved to be truc in
every patticular, and bad he known then
what he knew now, 1hey would have
been more startling. The Government
should huve taken the earliest oppor-
tunity successfully to contradict the
report issued in Kngland by Mr. Kauf-
man, who stated to the prospective share-
holders in his company that he had from
the Government of Western Australia a
guarantee that they would spend a
certain suin in giving railway facilities to
his properties. As ne such assurance
was given, the Government pught to have
denie¢ the statement. Tt was pleasiug
to learn from the Minister that new
mining legislation was to be introduced
to punish as criminals people who, in
order tu altract investors, falsely declared
the value of a mine; but wbile punish-
the man who wiltully over-estimated the
value of his areain order to gull the

public aund thereby to injure the
mining industry, it would be even
more unecessarv to deal with » man

who, standing well with the miniog
world, visited this State, inspected
our mining areas, then wrote false
reports condemning our mines from top
to bottom, and cleared out of the coun-
try. The wuan in question was Mr.
Boover, wlio was on variocus occasious
fited by the present Government, wlhen
be made Howery speeches over wine.
Probably he was one of the *“ distinguish.
ed visitors” who travelled free on our
railways.
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Tee Ministrer ror Mixes: Where -

was he fited by the Government?

Mr. TAY[.OR: At lLanguets which
the Minister attonded.

Mer. Herrmawys: The bhoot was on the
other foot.

Mg, TAYLOR was reminded that
Ministers were féted by Mr. Hoover,
who said the bottom had fallen out of the
Golden Mile, and that the bobttomn levels
were no good. The Government ac-

" report,

quiesced in those statements; in fuck, it

was uot certain that the Government did
not see that they were published in the
country. As an outcome, we found this
session the Tresusurer reading letters from
Mr. Richard Hamilton, to the effect that
the mines on the Golden Mile were never
in a better position. Twelve months
after they were made, Mr. Hoover’s
statements were contradicted privately
to mining men by every manager on the
Golden Mile, all speaking strongly in
condemnation of Mr. Hoover's attitude.
The fact was, Mr. Hoover had tred to de
something with-West Australian proper-
ties, and he had failed. He took his capital
away and invested it clsewhere. He was
not the least prominent member of the
tir of Bewick, Moreing and Co., which

at least in the opinton of the Govern- :

ment was a firm of high standing; and
he came to this counfry and withoul
provocation wrote it down.

Mr. Bath: “ When the wine is in, the

wit is out.”

Mg. TAYLOR: That was contradicted
by another proverb, ** When the wiue is
in the truth comes out.”  The new legisla-
tion should provide fur dealing with men
of that type; for punishing the un-
scrupulous pessimist ag well as the un-
serupulous optimist.

THE ATTORKEY (FENERAL:

Bulletin?

Mr. TAYLOR: For misrepresenta-
tion, yes; but were he looking for cases
against the Press, he need not go so far
as Sydney. He regretted the printed
report of the Battery Board was not on
the table earlier, for members must quote
from it on the Loan Estimates.

Tue Mixistre For DMiwes: The
report was on the table, and could be
quoted. '

Mr. TAYLOR: Some phases of
battery adminisiralion were hot satis-

Would
the hon. member prosecute the Sydney

Mines Voles.

factory, and this was proved by the
For such defects the Minister
was not fully respousible, as some of the
battertes were bought before he took
office. But others had been erected since,
and on some of these the report com-
meunted unfavourably. The question
arnse whether we shonld have o uniforin
standard battery, as recommended in the
report.

Toae Mivister ror Mings: The
original report was laid on the table some
time ago.

Mr. TAYLOR: That was o type-
writlen copy. It was impossible for
everyone L use it. The copies distri-
buted to members contained only a por-
tion of the report.

Mr. H. R. UNDERWOOD : The Min-
tster’s knowledge of the Pilbarra distriet
seemed to be confined to Muolyella, but
there were many other places on that
goldfield which were more likely spots.
There were Cooglegong and other tin
alluvial ficlds. The Government Geolo-
gist, reporting on Cooglegong stated that
tin to the value of £52,000 had heen
taken off the field, ind that from the Qld
Shaw field tin to the value of £151,219
had been secured. The Government
Geclogist considered that svstematic
prospecting in the Pilbarra district would
result in the discovery of other tin de-
deposits. The Minister referred to the
Wodgina finfield, but had his informa-
tion been more recent he could have
spoken in more glowing terms of that
field. When the question of railway ¢on-
struction to Pilbarva caine under discus-
sion it would be time for him (Mr.
Underwood) to deal with these matters,
but the Minister had overlooked the
Whint Creek copper mine. Tt was the
best copper mine in the State, and its

" opening up caused many leases heing

taken up on the line of lode. The Gov-
ernment Geologist had mentioned that
the asbestos found in the. Pilbarra dis-
trict wag as good as anything found in
any other part of the world. The work
of the Government Geologist, as the
Minister had said, was of great benefit, to
the State, but it weuld be of greater
benefit if the suggestions made by the
Government Geologist were carried out.
The Government Geologist’s report on
the Pilbarra district was full of reasons
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why the Government should assist in the
devclopment of that goldfield, but practi-
cally nothing was done to assist miving
development there. True, a State battery
was erected at 20-Mile Sandy, but the
highest erushing rates were charged.

Tue Mixister : They had been reduced
by him.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: But not to the
standard of other batteries. The Premier
in his policy speech promised that some-
thing extra special would be done to
assist prospecting. We were waiting for
the fulfilment of that promise. Pructi-
cally nothing was done in the field spoken
of so fuvowrably by the Government
Greologist. True a subsidy was offered
for sinking a shaft at Wodgina, but the
conditions under which it was offered
rendered it impossible for anyone there
to take advantage of it. The department
had offered to subsidise the working of a
tin dressing plant. That was a step in
the right direction. The only other
assistance given towards prospecting in
that district was that £70 was given to
w party of men in Perth to go up to
Pilbarra to prospect. Pilbarra contained
at present some of the finest prospectors
in the world. Tf the Government desired
to assist a party of prospectors to pro-
spect that goldfield they could have got
the men on the spot and saved the
expense of sending a party from here to
the North-West. A considerable area of
land was locked up wnnder lease and
wnworked in the Pilharra district owing
to the long time it took to get an apbli-
cation for a lease approved. It generally
ran to bine or ien months hefore a lease
was granted.

Twe Mivister: Six months.

Mz. UNDERWOOD : In any case
that was too long. If 2 man would not
work his lease he should stand by and
let someone else work it. Two mounths
were ample for a man to get a start on
a lease if he was going to work it
at all. At Wodgina, where tuntalite and
tin lodes were discovered, there was no
telling exactly the Qirection or trend of
the lodes, and the country was pegged
out for miles, while owing to a dispute in
connection with some of the leases land
had been held for 12 to 18 months with-
out a pick being put inte it. Men were
prepared to go on it to work it, but could
not do so because it was held under lease.

{8 Novemser, 1906.)

Mines Votes, 24301

The Minister should give some considera-
tion to this question of ground being held
for so long during the consideration of
the application for a lease.

Mer. E. E. HBEITMANN : The wmain
censiderztion was how much the Govern.
ment were prepared toassist the industry
on which the prosperity of the State
depended. The Minister had the interests
of the industry at heart but was not doing
as much for it as could be done.  If the
Ministry were sincere in sayving that they
were prepared _to help the industry to
almost any extent, they could help it to a
great extent by building a railway on
the BMurchison, a project which had been
brought uuder the uttention of the Mini-
ster on many occasions. During last vear
we sent to New South Wales £20,000
for coal to be used on the Murchison.
If the Government were prepared to
assist the mining industry to the extent
they deserved, they should keep that
£20,000 iu the State, » great proportion
of which would be spent on the Mur.
chison. He had introduced two deputa-
tiong to the Minister for Mines, asking
that a woed line be constructed ont from
Cue. That would assist the mining

. industry to the extent of 5s. per ton on

firewood. The Government would not

" refuse to construct that line, nor would

they build it. He asked the Minister to
rive some little consideration to the Mur-
chison. Never before in the history of
Western Australia hud we such good
prospects on the Murchison as ut present.
There were new finds north of the Black
Range, 20 niles ont of Cue. There were
good prospects at Stake Well, und 60
miles from Cue there was a good show.
While the Minister told members that we
bad good praspects, and held out every
bope in the near future of better returns,
vet he was not prepared to give that
assistance to the Murchison "which it
deserved ; by helping the mining industry
and getting wore country worked. It
way the intention of the Minister to bring
forward a new mining Bill, the object of
which was to prevent, among  other
things, a good deal of gambling in mines.
Although we had had prosperous times
in this State, thase who bad participated
in the prosperity were not prepared to
help the mining industry to the extent
they should, The Minister had Mr.
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Hoover and his crowd preaching to bim
about giving more liberal fenure. It
was the experience of every part of Aus-
tralia that the more liberal the tenure
the less land was worked. Many
years ago, a mining Acl was passed
containing a provision for the con-
centration of labour. Before this pro-
vision there were numbers of leases
together all "being worked, but under
this provision mining companies in
the State, some holding up to 200 acres
of land, were working only eight or nine
acres.

Tre Mwister: That provision had
been in the Mining Act since 1875.

Mr. BEITMANN : It was not taken
advantage of until a few years ago. If
the Minister could prove to the House
that it was necessary in the interests of
the industry that we should liberalise the
tenure he would support him. If the
Minister asked the wardens, he would find
that no legitimate mining company, after
spending & reasonable amount of money,
had been refused exemption. The
wardens had been too liberal. He knew
two particular cases in his district in
which exemption had been granted. A
company south of the Great Fingal held
a lease for four years but only worked
12 months. Time after time application
was made to the wardep, and successfully ;
exemption being granted. There were
many similar instances. No one could
say our laws were too strict in regard to
exemption, and in regard to mining
tenures in general. It was the inteation
of the members of the Opposition to
eriticise the items on the Estimates as we
came to them. Great attention wauld be
paid to the division dealing with public
batteries.

Mr. C. A. HUDSON recognised the
utter futility of attempting to do any-
thing in the direction of curtailing the
Estimates or critising them. On looking
round the Chamber, he saw such an
absolute majority in favour of the Govern.
ment on any proposal they chose to bring
forward as to render criticism futile and
discourage it. Members on the Govern-
ment side took such an intelligent interest
in the debate that it warranted his obser-
vation. Healso recognised there was great
difficulty in attempting to deal with the
Mines Estimates to-night, because of the
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© lack of information supplied by the Mines

Department, When the Minister was
speaking on the Address-in-Reply he
assured members that the (Government
were going to do a lot for the develop-
ment of the natural resources of the
country, to encourage the prospector;
they were going to do this, that and the
other thing, for helping along the coun-
try, but nothing had been done. Tt was
left for the Opposition only to speak in
regard to that which bad not been doune.
The Minister must confess that the whole
of his departinent was in a state of chaos.
He vecognised that some wmonths ago
when, without the anthority of Parlia-
ment, he appointed a board to inquire iuto
the affairs of the Govermmment batteries
of the State. If he did not recognise
that, he would not have seen the necessity

' for appoiunting outsiders to go into the

department and recommend to him that
which he should have done himself, and
what he was paid by the country to do.
One did not wish to offer any hostile
criticism of the Mines Department, he-
cause the department spoke for itself.
The Minister had done nothing towards
remedying the state of chaos or attempt-
ing to make the department one of use-
fuluess and utility in this country. The
Minister had on every occasion used the
hackneyed platitudes about the natural
resources of the country and what he io-
tended to do for the prospector. The
report of the Balteries Board was given
to the Minister some months ago. What
action had been taken, and what had the
Minister done to place the Mines Depart-
ment on a proper basis ?  If the Minister
could tell hinn of anything that had been
done he (Mr. Hudson) would be agree-
ably surprised. The Minister had done
something, but of a most infinitesimal
character. Under pressure from the
Opposition the Minister consented to
bave the report of the Batteries Board
prioted, and he said be would have it
ready for the conferemnce of prospee-
tors. The report was in the DMinister’s
hands months ago, and he gave the
House the rerommendations, but he
did not give the data or basis of his

recommendations. He did not say
what the board bad reported as to
his  department, although he had

received the report some months before,

. The House asked that the report he
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printed and supplied. The prospectors
leld their first meeting, and passed a
resolution asking the Minister to supply
them with the report immediately; but
up to the present time that report had
not been supplied to members,
eleventh hour he sent the report round to
the conference of the Prospectors’ Asso-
ciation, but it was too lale to be effective.
Since the meeting of the conference the
report bad not bLeen printed. How
could we deul in a proper manner with
the affairs of the Mines Departwnent
when that report had not been furnished
to us ? The Minister had not afforded
us information. The hon. gentleman
might have someone in his mind for the
post of commissioner. [Interjection by
the Minrster.] Did the Minister intend
to appont himself as commissioner in
regard to public batteries? Was the
report that he was going to do sn true or
otherwise ?
cussion on the general affairs of the
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Mr. HUDSON: The Treasurer was
responsible for some of the finances of
the country, and the finances were in-
volved in this vote.

Tue CHATRMAN : The hon. member
must confine himself to the subjueet.

Mg, HUDSON : If the Treasurer and -
Minister for Mines objected to farther
remarks upon this matter, it would be
quite necessary, he supposed, that we
should have the gag applied., and we

. should get back to the Stone Age. and the

¢ fulfilled.
Some time ago we had dis-

country, the possibility of developing the -
great resources of Western Australia, -

and of restoring the finances of the State,
The Treasurer had done nothing towards
strengthening the finances. He had
a docile majority whom he played with,
who were tools in his hand; they were
too pliable; he could make them elastic or
compact, it was n conecerting majority.
The Minister for Mines had the report
from the Batterv Board which
appointed. When he appointed that
board he admitted that the department
was absolutely rotten, that he could not
administer it, that he had no control over
it, and he lhad to get someone to tell him
what to do. He (Mr. Hudson) did not
say anything against the personnel of the
board, because he helieved the members
to be persons of great knowledge. He

he -

must, however, say that their report bad -
been a long time coming to the House. |

It was furbished in part to the coo-
ference of prospeetors, but that was
done at the eleventh hour. How were
we going to deal with the Mines De-

wember for Greenough would get upand
move that the vote be put.

Tue MiNvisteEr For MINES:
Stone Age, but the sione wall.

Mr. HUDSON: Perhaps we had
better get down to concrete fucts. Three
years ago the Minister promised that a
slimes plaut should ke crected at Norse-
man, but that promise hud never been
There were other matters which
needed criticism, but many of them came
ander the vote in regard to batteries.
As to the attitude of the Minister in
regard to the Phillips River Goldfield,
something had already been said in rela-
tion to the sule of the smelter in that dis-
trict. That smelter cost the country a
considerable amount of money, and was
ron on lines detrimental to the interests
of the country. Throngh bad adminis-
trotion and the ignorance displayed by
the officers of the department in the pur-
chase of machmery and material the
thing was run at u loss. After the State
had spent some .£10,000 the Minister
gold the assets for a paltry sum of
£5,000, and no explunation had heen
offered as to why it was done. The only
reason he (BMr. Hudson) could assign
was that the Minister did not know it
was loaded.

[Mz. Dacrisu took the Chair.]

Me. HUDSON: The agreement pro-
vided that the company should have a
99-years lease. He was not going to deal
with the papers, for certain papers had

Not the

- been removed from the file.

partment on these Estunates if the

Minister was going to take the bit in
his teeth and keep us all night the same
as the Treasurer? Tf he adopted that
crude persistency which was characteristic
of the Treasurer—

Toe CHAIRMAN ; The question was
the Mines vote.

TuE MINISTER :
brought here.

Mr. HUDSON : Certuin papers were
removed, and that was quite enough for
his purpose. He was not going into the
matter.

Tae MINISTER (in explanation): If
the statement of the hon. member were

The papers were
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allowed to go farther, goodness knew | member had been misinformed,

what might be assumed from the remarks
made by him. The full papers in con-
nection with that propoesition were placed
on the table of the House; and later,
. with the comsent of Mr. Speaker, they
were taken away because certain pabers
in connection with the valuation of the
stock bad to he kept by the department
for the purpose of finishing the valuation.
Those papers had nothing whatever to do
with the sale. The file was brought back,
and the only papers removed were those
required in connection with the valuation.
It was known in the House thatl these
papers had been taken away.

Mr. HUDSON would accept unreser-
vedly the Minister’s explunation, provided
he stated that the papers removed were
not nececessary to a proper understand-
ing of the transaction between vendor
and purchaser.

Tae MinisTer would not only give
that assurance, but would shortly return
the papers.

Mz. HUDSON : The Minister should
state clearly what had been done re-
garding the leases, becaunse the agreement
with the prospectors, as published by Mr.
Kaufman, showed that the department
had not watched the transactions with
due care. As to the tenure of the leases,
the Minister evidently intended to grant
freeholds as demanded by Mr. Hoover.
Freeholds of mining areas should not be
granted. The recent Prospectors’ Con.
ference had passed a resolution that
neither amalgamation of leases nor con-
centration of labour should be granted
for longer than one year, unless tribute
were allowed on the leases not worked,
such tribute to be on terms and con.
ditions approved by the Minister. The
Minister should tale some notice of the
opinion of the whole mining community
apart from large companies, and should
give us his views of the resolutions passed
by the Prospectors’ Conference.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (re-
plying on the general remarks) suid:
The Leader of the Opposition had com-
plained of an exemption recormpended by
the warden and refused by the depart-
ment. From what he (the Minister) had
learued by ringing up the Under Secre-
tary for Mines, it appeared the hon.
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Full
particulars were not obtainable at the
moment; but the hon. member said the
lease had been worked for the past six
years.

Mg. Barr had his information from
local residents.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: Had
thehon. memberdesired to ascertain its cor-
rectness, he could easily haveobtained par-
ticulars from the department. He wght
rest assured there was no truth whatever
in the statement made. When he (the
Minister) found a company working a
lease for a long time and requesting
exemption, he was bappy to grant the
request; in fact, the compuny mentioned
could have demanded exemplion as a
right under the Act, without applying
to the Minister. If certain capital and
certain labour were put into the lease,
the Minister had no power to refuse
exemption, and if he did refuse, those
aggrieved conld bring an action against
the Government. The Under Secretary
agsured bim the hon. member's statement
was incorrect. The matter would be
looked up and full particulars furnished.
Where people did genuine work on
mining properties they would always find
the department prepared to give them
reasonable ussistance by way of exemp-
tion, whether this was needed for finaneial
or for other reasons. No doubt the hon.
member, before making bis statement,
was satisfied of its truth. The member
for Muarchison (Mr. Holman) mentioned
a number of prospectors holding a good
many leases at Barrambie, who after doing
ne great amount of development work
abandoned the properties, left the dis.
trict, and went to Black Kange. This .
was proved by sworn evidence on the file.
They neither asked that the leases be
protected, nor did they ask for exemp-
tion. They stated they could not pay
exemption fees; but the department
had more than once specially waived the
fees, though it was not desirable to do
this frequently. Speaking from memory
he thought it was about nine months after
the prospectors had abandoned the leases
without protecting them in the slightest
that an application was made for forfeiture.
Gold had been discovered in an adjoining
property, and the holder of that property
was anxious to get additional ground,

- and so applied for the forfeiture of these
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abandoned workings. Asthe ground was
in the names of these people away from
the district, it was necessary to apply to
the warden for forfeiture.

Me. Houmax: The lease was sold
before they made application for the for-
feiture.

Tre MINISTER: If forfeiture had
not been insisted on, what power would
there be in the future to prevent the
shepherding of leases 7 He was anxious
to assist the men who had originally
developed the mine, but we could not
discriminate between the prospector and
the capitalist when dealing with the
legal aspects of a case.

Mr. Houmaw: The prospectors satis-
fied the warden, and the Minister should
lave been satisfied.

Tae MINISTER: The evidence was
very clear. Had he agreed to a fine
being inflicted we would never have the
opportunity of carrying out forfeitures.
There was another alteration he intended
to make in the new Mining Bill to be
brought down in the future. He in-
tended to have the wardea’s recom-
mendations looked upon as decisions,
and that any appeal from a warden’s
decision should be heard in Pertlh by an
appeal board, of which the Minister
should be chairman. Al present the
Minister tovk ull responsibilivy of dealing
with forfeitures. If we wade an altera-
tion, 1t would prevent in future any sus-
picion of the Minister's being approached
or taking certain action for politica
[)m'p()ses. -

Mr. Hovaax: How was this matter
brought so prominently under the Minis-
ter’s notice ?

Tue MINISTER: Any application
for forfeiture came under the notice of
the Minister.

Mr. Hormax: Tt was a fine, nol a
forfeiture.

Tue MINISTER: The wmember for
Mount Margaret was wrong 1n saying that
the Government had fited Mr. Hoover.
[(Mr. Tavior: The statement was
withdrawn.] There was no harm in
Ministers attending banquets given to
visitors in the State.
the complaint made by the member fur
Pilbarra as to the deluy that took place
in granting leases, it was necessary that
delay should take place. As the person
to whom the lease was issued became.the

[8 Noveuner, 1906.]
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sole possessor of all the gold within his
pegs, it was necessary for the department
to make full inquiry to ascertain that
there was no alluvial on the ground
applied for. Tt would be hetter if we
made use of Section 77 of the Act allow-
ing for the granting of permits,. We '
could alter the regulations te provide
that permits should be issued at once,
and that within a wonth afterwards the
labour conditions would start.

Mg. Scavpan: Did the department
exercise the same precaution in tin mining
arens ¥

Tue MINISTER: Yes. The warden
in dealing with an application for
lease in a mineral area would need to
ascertain whether the ground was likely
to develop alluvial; and if so, would
naturally refuse to recommed the grant.
ing of u lease.

Mg, Scappan: It was a moot point at
Greenbushes.

Tue MINISTER: Yes. An iospector
of mines was often sent to reenbushes
to decide whether the department should
issuea lease. The department did notcare
to issue a lease foralluvial tin. Of course
in some cases wheve expensive machinery
was required for sinking, the warden
grantedalease, but ifalluvial tin was likely
to develop the ground should be taken
up in alluvial claims. In Pilbarra, leases
had been granted, the effect being that
one man could hold as much ground as
would be vecupied by ten alluvial claims.
The warden held that it was necessary
to grant large areas so that the prospec-
tors could work the ground properly, but
the department. had advised the warden
that he should not continue to grang
these large areas unless there were stroug
veasons for doing so. The matter of the
wood hLine from Cue had not been finally
determined on Dby the Government.
He would mention for the information of
the country that two persous were con-
sidering the question of privately erecting
a wood line there.  He would prefer that
betng done rather than that the Govern.-
nent should construct the line. That
was o matter that could be better dealt
with on the Loun Estimates, for the
work would be done by loan monevs.
Whether auything would be dune by the
persons referred to he was not sure. The
member fur Dundas seemed to be offen-

. sive, but he was only voicing statements
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which had appeared in a certain section
of the Press. The member said he would
ask the Minister publicly if it was bis
intention to appoint himself to a certain
public position. He (the Minister) could
assure members that it was not the
mtention of himself or of the (tovern-
ment to consider the possibility of such
a saggestion. Tt would not receive a
moment’s consideration.

Mg. Baru: The Minister intended to
stick to politics.

Mg. Tavror: Until next election, at
any rate.

Tae MINISTER : Statements of this
kind appeared in all newspapers. At
one time be was going to be appointed
special mining commussioner. Every
Minister for Mines was going to get a
billet of some kind. At present there
was no intention to do anything of the
sort. He intended when dealing with
the battery question to explain what he
propoesed doing as to the appointment of
someone in that department. It was
admitted on all sides that reform wus
necessary, There was not the shightest ;
chance of any political appointment being
made. He had always bad too great an
interest in that work to allow it to be
destroyed by a political appointment.
We must try to do beiter than had .
been done in the past in the battery
system,and if any appointwent was made,
that appointment would be to some one
who had a thorough knowledge and grasp
of the detfails of that class of work. The
sale of the smelter had been touched on.
He did not know that he could give any
farther information than had been given |
in the past. "The papers showed how one
with a desire to be careful and fair could
be easily misunderstood. Members had
asked that the papers be laid on the
table last month, and Mr. Weir and the
Under Secretary for Mines met in Perth
to finish the valuationdn connection with
the properties which had been taken over
by the Governwent. The papers were in
the House in connecticn with the pur.
chase of the smeltor, and a message was
sent to the Speaker asking for permission
to take the papers back to the depart-
ment. The Secretary for Mines assured
him that only a few of the papers were |
required, and excised them. The Under ,
Secretary asked if he (the Minister) ap-
proved of the papers going off the file as |
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they had no connection with the matter
in any shape or form, and he (the Min.
ister) marked on the file that the papers
were removed, and the original file
was then brought back to the House. Se
far as the sale of the smelter was cou-
cerned the position was clear. He believed
certain statements in connection with the
company’s report would lead people to
beligre that the area on which the smelter
wag erccted had been leased, and the

* mineral rights granted; but if one read

the papers carefully one would see that
the statement was not actually made,
although it was suggested. If one read
the agreement wade by himself with the
company, one would see at once that the
company had no right whatever to the
minerals on the area. They only had the
right to the area to a depth of 40 feet,
except for the purposes of finding water.
Members had seen the agreement made
beiween the Government and the com-
pany, it had been lying on the table for
months, therefore why was it necessary
to assume that the company had any
other tights or powers thau those con-
tained in the agreement ?

Mr. Barm: The reporl confirmed
everything said about the company using
fraudulent methods in the old country.

Tre MINISTER : The agreement was
50 clear in regard to the rights of these
people.

Mr. Horuan: We had asked if the
Minister had warned investors in the old
country of the facts.

Tue MINISTER : 1f the member
read the agreement he would see that
the company had no right to the. two
areas. When he read the report
first he assumed they had the mineral
rights on all the areas; but if the
agreement wus read carefully mem-
bers would find it did not say so. It
would lead the general public to think
that was the case. Only by accident he
read the report. It was not his duty to
read the reports of mining companies to
find ont if wrong stalements were made.
He had zot the control of the Companies
Act, and it wus only because in this in-
stance certain negoliations were opened
between this company and the Gov-
ernment that these matters were brought
under hig notice. There was the question
of the raiiway to Phillips River. Very
little more was contained in the report
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that the statement made in Parliament,
and in the Press. 8o far as he was con-
cerned the development of the disbrict
warranted a railway, and he was justified
in recommending itsconstruction, Within
the last zeven or eight days Cabinet had
approved of the construction of this rail-
way, and almost immediately after-
wards the Premier made an announce-
ment, to that effect. There were
cight members in the Cabinet who
hadd to be certain that the pro-
position was a good one before it conld
be brought Lefore Parliament. In this
vase the company had no right to make
the statement thev did. In regard to
the smelter the Government closed down
for a period uf nine months, and during
tbat time ouly 1,100 tons of cre were
tuken to the smelter. At that time the
Governmeut were muaking advauces as in
the pust. The principal producing mines
had Dbeen taken from the Government,
and the company had only to erect their
plant, and if they did not take their ore
10 the State Dbattery there would
not have been the slightest chance
of the Government carrying on. That
plant  was capable of treating 30
tons & day. When the Government
owned the smelter 1,100 tons were pro-
duced in nine months. As he had
previonsly  stated, the principal pro-
ducing mines were in the hands of the
company.  One member said the pro-
spuctors were being robbed of all their
chanees in that district, because after
wiving rhem inducements by the erection
of the smelter, wheun the chance was in
the band of the prospectors the Gov-
erument sold the sielter Lo u compauy.
What really happened? There was no
stone coming to us. We had treated all
the originul parcels which bad been
brought in.  We set to work and erected
a new smelter, und we were assisting
these people by making advances on
stone brought in, vet, as he had stated,
only 1,100 {ous were brought i during
the peried of nine months.

Mr. HoLman: It did not look very
prosperous for a railway.

Tue MINISTER: The stonc was
there, but the prospectors, instead of
voming to the Government, sold their
properties, and those producing mines

were in the hands of a company which

refused to send their stone to the Govern-
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We were not in a
position to say * You shall not sell your
show.” There were few shows working
there which were producing any ore,
except those owned by this company, and
we had already Jost £10,000 on the work.
ing of that plant.

Mr. Scabppan: We should lose
£10,000 more on the workiug of the
railway.

Tue MINISTER: The hon. member
could discuss that when the pro-
position for' u milway came up. He
(the Minister) thought we should be
able to show that such a railway
would be justified. If we could not,
the Honse should of course reject the
proposal. As to the smelter, there would
not have heen sufficient ore left. to allow
us to keep the smelter going wore than
about two or three months in the year.
We must have made extensive losses, and
we were offered within about 72 per cent.
of the cost of the smelter. He thought
we did everything that was best iu the
interests of the State in selling the
smelter. If members would look at the
records, thev would see he pointed out
the danger of the State yoing into that
class of work, and how diflicult it would
be for us to make it a success. Yet he
considercd that, in the hest interests of
the district, we should take the responsi-
bility, and he took the responsibility upon
himself and gave instructions for the
crection of the smelter. He did all he
could to assist the district. He spent
some ten days down there and visited
every show in the district. He gave
credit to the State Mining Engineer for
the splendid report in connection with
that district. There were-some thousands
of these pumphlets distributed all over
the world, and it was owing to that
repurt of Mr. Montgomery that capital
had been induced to come to the district.
Some members objereted to the capitalists
conting there, but he believed those
people had spent  £60,000 or £70,000
already in development work, and they
found employment for u large number of
people.

Mr. Horyan: How many people were
ewmployed at the present duy ¥

Tae MINISTER could not give the
figures.

Mgr. Hovumax: There were not very

, many.
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Tug MINISTER Dbelieved that the
company intended to systematically
open up their various propositions, and
he heard this week that they were going
to put one of their properties on the
market for flotation. He had no regret
at all in connection with the sale of the
plant. He had, he believed, dealt gener-
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ally with the arguwments used regard- -

ing the various watters of administra-
tion. They 1ight perbaps be not
quite proper in deuling with our Esti-
mates, yet he hoped the Chairman would
forgive us if we had digressed, and that
now we should be able to make some
progress with the Estimates.

[Votes and Ttems discussed in detail.]
Item—(Head Office) clerks, £5,714:

Mr. TAYLOR : There was au increase
of £263. It was only a small amount
covering the total number of clerks. A
number of officers received only a small
salary, and perhaps the Minister would
see the necessity of increasing from the
bottom of the list instead of the top.

Tae MINISTER: These increuses
were simply carrying out the wishes of
the Public Service Commissioner. The
principal increases were in connection
with the juniors. He wus rather sorry
there was not u reduction generally ; not
that he had any objection to the increases
granted to the juniors, but he was
satisfied that if in the Mines Departient
we had anythivg like a proper office
where officers could be kept somawhal
together, we could get this work done for
considerably less money than it was cost-
ing to-day. The Mines Department—he
referred to the site—was in a position in
the ecity it should not occupy. The site
was a most valuable piece of ground.
which should he utilised for business
purposes. T'hat ground should be either
sold or leased, und the money should be
devoted to the erection of an up-to-datce
building for not only the Mines Depart-
ment but others.  He believed we could
get £13,000 or £14,000 for that property.
[Meneers: More.] We should get out-
side somewhere, and let the people walk
w bit further to come te the office. W
were paying rent outside, and it would
be better for the State if we had a
huilding superior to the present one.
The present building was properly
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described as a rabbit warren. The rooms
were small, and the men working in
them could not be directly supervised by
their immediate head.

Mr. H BROWN moved—

That the Comumittee do now divide.

Tae CHAIRMAN: We¢ were now
discussing Item 6. That motion could.
not be made.

Mz. H. BROWN : The motion was to
divide on *“ Mines Generally.”

Item (Qoldfields Staff) — Wardens,
£5,391 :

Mr. HOLMAN was not thoroughly
satisfied with the Minister’s reply regard-
ing the leaseholders at Barrambi. The
warden took the evidence in Cue, and
recomwmended forfeiture or a fine of £30.
The Minister, without giving a chance of
rehearing the case, forfeited the leases
without the option of a fine. The appli-
cant for forfeiture never did a day’s work
on the leases, but sold them, he having,
prior to the hearing of the cuse, held an
option to sell.  Wug any private applica-
tien made to the Minister? Of the
merits of the case the warden was a
much better judge than the Minister.
Compunies had shepherded leases for
three or four vears, though wardens had
recommended forfeiture.

Tre MINISTER: When amending
the Mining Act he intended 1o provide
that the warden's recormmendation should
be made a decision; but the Minister
must now take the responsibility which
was directly thrown on him. In Warden
Troy, a good and honourable gentlemen,
he had every confidence; but if the hon.
member would visit the office he could
see the files, and, if he found anything
wrong, could ventilate it in the House,
He (the Minister) made it a rule never
to allow either the parties or their soli-
citors to consult him in cases of for-
feiture. He cuusidered it wrong to take
ex parie evidence, and he judged by the
papers submitted. Letters were sowme-
times received, and often transmitted to
the warden for report.

Ma. HOLMAN accepted the Minister's
explanation, but regretted the case had
got been agnin referred to the warden,
whose decision would probably have heen
justified. He was informed the applicant
sold the leases before he had a might to
sell thew.
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Tue MrxisTer: Were those the Legacy | at Kanowna had been filled. Was it a

leases ?
Mr. HOLMAN: No.

+

Tue MrnsTER: Apparently the hom.

member and he were at ¢cross purposes.

Mr. HOLMAN would inspect the file;
but wardens’ decisions should receive
more respect. Why should there be so
many wardens and so few inspectors of
mines ¥ At Peak Hill the warden drew
a large salary, though a registrar could
do all the work.

Tue Minister: The warden acted as
registrar.

Mr. HOLMAN

TrE MINISTER
draw a pension.

Mer. HOLMAN : That warden’s work
was not altogether satisfactory, as for in-
stance when an exemption was granted on
the Peak Hill properties.

Itewm (Goldfields staff)—Inspectors of
Mines, £3,209 :

Tae MINISTER: In grading the
salaries, which originally varied consider-

: At a warden's salary.
: Tf retired, he could

temporary appointment ¥

Tue MixisTer: Yes.

Mz. SCADDAN: What position had
the gentlewman vow at Kanowna filled
before being appointed temporary in-
spector ¥

Tuwe MINISTER: This vote was to
pay the retiring allowance to the late
inspector at Kanowna, and to pay for the
officer who would relicve avother in-
spector due for long leave, and to pay
tor sending an inspector to the Ravens-
thorpe district.  ‘'The labter position
wonld not be a high-salaried position,
nor would it he an appointment fromn
ontside the service, Ha did not wish to
say much abont it at present. No new

. appuintments would be inade until the

rules detined in the new Mines Regula-
tion Bill had been framed and the snc-
cessful applicants passed an examination.
The gentleman appointed temporarily at
Kanowna had had good experience. The

- appeintinent wus made on the recom-

ably, £400 was allotted to the inspectors -

at Cue and Kalgoorlie, but really the
only place where exira pavment was
necessary was at Kalgoorlie, where there
were two officers, one being superier to
the other.
for years in the service and he did not
care to reduce their salaries.
in future to be able to appoint an
additional inspector if he could find the
means of making a ‘saving elsewhere

These inspectors had been

He hoped -

mendation of the State Mining Engineer.
The gentleman had ucted as a State
battery maoager, and then bad made
reports on certain vequests under the
Mining Developmeut Act.  Those reports
were well written, and showed that
the gentleman had a good grasp of his
work.

Me. H. BROWN would move * That

+ the Committee do now divide.” {Geueral

The Murchison district was too large for

one inspector, and he would endeavour to

appoint another inspector for that district. '

Under the item of temporary appoint-
ments he intended to send & man to
Ravensthorpe.

Mr. HOLMAN: ¥No one would have
objected to an increase of £700 in order
to appoint two additional inspectors,
because of the large nuinber of aceidents
oceurring in our mines. ‘We conld not
vote to increase the item, but the dMinister
might accept it as a direction from the
Committee that any increased expenditare
in this connection would be approved of,

Item—Relieving Inspectors of Mines,
temporary appointments, £600:

MEe. SCADDAN : This was a new itewm
which needed explanation. We were
relieving two inspectors. The position

dissent.] Standing Order 164 provided
that this motivn should be put.

THe CHAIRMAN: The Minister in
charge of the vote did not wish the Com-
mittee to divide.

Mz. H BROWN: The Minister’s
wish eould not stand above the Standing
Orders.

Tee PREMIER: Theimportant matier
of the State batteries came under thisvote.
It was decided after counsultation with
the Leader of the Opposition that it
would be advisable, as 1t opened up such
a wide field, to discuss the vote for State
hatteries at the next sitting. The under-
standing was that we should report pro-
uress after passing the vote for Geelogical
Survev.

Mr. H. BROWN: On two previous
oceasions the Chairman had given
decision that this motion must be put.
He moved—

That the Committee do now divide,
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Motion put and negatived; one voice
for.
Me. H. BROWN: Thunks to the
Ministry for their support.

Liem —Exemption fees, vefund, £400:
Mr. HOLMAN: Would it be possible

to see the return of the exemption fees?
Tue MixisTER : Yes.

Mr. HOLMAN : Would it be possible
this session to have a return of the
exemptions, und would that return show
the number of concentrations and wmal-
gamations ?

Tae MiNisTER: 1t would not show
the amalgamations, bnt the concentra-
tious.

Mr. HOLMAN: Would it be possible
to get a return of the amalgamations?
This question would come up next session
and members should have the informa-
tion.

Tug MINISTER : The exemption
return was already on the table. Con-
centration was exemption and would
naturally be 1o that return.  There were
no papers dealing with the amalgamation
of leases and there would be trouble in
obtaining such nformation.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Vote—-Geological Survey, £5,960 :

Mr. HOLMAN : Wuas it intended to
counlinue the survey of the Murchison
field ¥

Tur MinNisTER: It was complete.

Mg. HOLMAN : Between the Star of

the East and Barambie the country was
very promising, und if the Government
Geologist were sent there it would be of
grent advantage and induce prospectors
to go ouf.

Tue MINISTER: The prelininary
report, of that work had been obtained.
There was too much delay in getting oul,
the publications due to the cureful draft-
ing and getting the maps ready. He
was sorry so much delay took place.
The great value of a geological re-
port was In gefting it out quickly.
In future he intended to have an
interim report published as soon as
the officer returned. He hoped the mem-
ber would not ask anvthing about the
Murchison district to-night, for be did

[ASSEMBLY.]

Boat Licensing Bill.

not know what work had been put in
hand. 1t was to be hoped that hefore
lung there would be anollher surveyor
employed. There was a lot of work to
do to bring the districts up to date.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again,

BILL—PERTH TOWN HALL (Srre).
CUUNCIL'S SUGGESTED AMENDMENT,

Message from the Legislative Council
received, insisting on the amendment
suggested to be made in the Bill.

Me. TLLINGWORTH : I wish to ask
whether that messagi: is in order.

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall be prepared
to give u roling on the question the pext
time the House meets.

BILL—BOAT LICENSING AMENDMENT.

Received from the Legistutive Council,
and on motion by the PreMier read a
first time.

ADJOURNMERNT.

The House adjourned at séven minutes
past 11 o’cluck, until the next Tuesduy.



